List of Vignettes in Catbird

Barbi Prim, Herself 1

Duity
Sing Amy (“Once in Love with Amy”)
We Don’t Have Christmas 6
When You Wish upon a Star 7
Brookfield Zoo 7
Mommy in the Bathtub 8
Daddy in His Underwear 9
Clark’s Thumb 9
Reading 11
Counting Time 12
Permanent 13
Naming Barbi Prim 15
Central Facts about
Plumpness and Singing 16
Beauty and the Me 21
Brownies 22
Storefront Caroling 23
You Will Sing in the Opera 24
Bless the Vogels, the Spieglers,
the Walls, the Mays,
and the Ostfelds 25
Other Fathers 26
One Book 27
Ann Landers Rules against Me 29
Pattern and Material 31
YMCA Camp 33
Mining 36
Birds Calling Back to the Cantor 37
Tinker Bell Gets Her Period 38
Just Some of the Bad Things
about Gym 40
Scrambled Eggs Committee 41
Vienna Choir Girl 41
Barbara—Minus the Middle A 42
Children’s Chorus
of the Lyric Opera 43

5

Tune

Carl Sandburg Junior High 49
Voice Lessons and the ‘L’ 50
Trajectory 52
1964: Year of the Bike 53
Sandra Kramov’s Bat Mitzvah,
and Dr. King 55
1966 and I Understand Pink 58
Drosophila, Frogs,
and the Six-Day War 59
Palms, Not Napalm 60
Contact Lenses, Torah Corps,
and Chin Hair 62
Coffeehouse Folk Singer 64
Moving to Connecticut 65
Harpsichord 67
In My Own Hands 68
Night Sledding 70
Calling Cantor Rosen
from Grandma’s House 72
Did You Hear Me, Miss ...? 74
“Vergin, tutto amor” 75
Dean Metsch Considers the Girl
‘Who Would Be Cantor 79
Jesus and the North Haven Indians 79

Psalm

No Dorm, No Campus, No Lightning 85
A New Sound 86

First Year, New Life 88

Hebrew Tutor 91

In My Class, the Students Sit Down 92
Hell, No! We Won’t Go! 94
Congregation Habonim 96
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Lip-Synching with Tenors,
Baritones, and Basses 97

Purim at Hebrew Union College 99

Missing My Stop 100

An Usher Plots Revenge 102

Cocoon 104

Student Pulpit 107

My Spot 109

Trumpets and Stairs 110

Orchids on Passaic Avenue 111

The Scale in the Temple Office 113

My New Synagogue Home 115

What’s My Line? 117

Cliff and Sandy 118

Butter on Yom Kippur 119

Zaydie’s Unveiling 120

I Get a Tip about Tips 122

Divorce the First 125

Botanical Gardens 127

Analysand 128

Edith, Dorothy, and Joyce 129

My Strapless Dress Meets Joyce 131

Decorum 135

Max Gottheil 137

Biblical Eyes 140

Is There Eros? 142

Dear Max 143

Gina Gets Her Period 144

The Breast in the Tent 147

Reindeer Games 148

Running Beside You 150

‘What Dr. Glick Might Say 152

Greeting Line Handshake 153

Elmhurst High School Reunion 155

Finding Dan 157

Wedding to Dan 159

Canticle

Wanting a Baby 165
Finally, Hana 167

How Naked? 169
Dr. Glick Dies 170
‘What Cantors Should
and Should Not Kiss 171
Finally, Tali 172
Leather Wedding Mentorship
Opportunity 176
The Real Rabbi Larry Rappaport 178
Ginsberg and the Garment Bag 180
B’nei Mitzvah Mill 183
Behold Me 185
Bomb-Sniffing Dogs 187
Blessings, Ad Nauseam 189
Interview Gauntlet 191
Day Sledding 193
Peace with Christmas Carols 195
A Short Stay in Sacred Covenant 195
Exposed by My Teeth 198
Oma and Opa Come to Visit 199
A Better Place 201
The Viper in the F 202
“We Are the World,” Buffalo-Style 204
Things That Shatter 206
Fraying, but Finding Arlene 210
Desiccated in July 212
Repentance, Charity, Righteousness 214
Wrathful in September 215
Hana Is Called to the Torah 216
Fire-Breathing Barbie 217
Tali in the Wilderness 218
Descending and Ascending 219
Angels Are Bullshit 220
Beads, Beads, and More Beads 222
Bottom Notes 224
Mother Abbess Goes on a Date 224
A Sour Note 226

Romance

Little Red Riding Wolf 231
Magic Wands 233
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Driving to Chautauqua 235

Scott and I Get Married 236
Extreme Unction 238

Small Steps 239

Locker Room at the JCC 241

Slow Take in a Therapy Session 242
Naming Sophie 243

The Evolution of Barbi’s Shorts 246
A Pratfall for the Team 247

Pissed Off about Religion 248
Dybbuk in My Throat 250

Inching through Injury 252
Picking Up My Feet 254

Putting My Foot Down 256

1dyll

No, I Will NOT Be Seated 261
Kol Nidre, the Finale 261
Sephora 262
A Fete, and an Ode to Barbi Prim 265
Cantorial Placement Director 268
Counting Time Again 270
I Fail at Yom Kippur 271
“Unassuming”? Nice.

“Pioneer”? Eeek. 273
A Clutch of Cantors 274
Shopping at Wegmans 277
Cantorial Fledglings and

Their Plumage 279
Opening My Mouth in Therapy 282
Mom’s Box of Photos 284
Squaring My Shoulders 288
A Prim Queen’s Happy Dance 289
Shoe Shopping with My

Inner Therapist 290
Singing in the Original Key 291

Recapitulation
Tap-Dancing My Way

into Retirement 297
Oma and the Merry-Go-Round 298
Barbi’s Shorts Revisited 300
Elephant 302
The Supermoon and Adonai 303
Defined Curls and Pencil Skirts 306
Painting Flowers 308
A Cappella in a Brewery 311
New Protest Songs 313
Class Arguer Interjects 314
Friends 315
Reform Jews on the Reformer 317
Smartphone, Emancipation 318
Dad’s Yahrzeit 320
Visions 321
The Scale in the Master Bathroom 323
White Goats and

Melting Chocolate 324
Honey, Aloe, and Cranberry Sauce 324
Dolls in Storage 326
Puzzle Pieces 327
When We Open Our Lips 329
Song Words 331
Breath and Life 333
“America the ... Alabaster” 335
Sitting in the Catbird Seat 336

Coda

A High Note, Strong and Mighty 345
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